THINGS ANCIENT AND MODERN                155

ingly popular, which would appear to show that my
particular vein was worked out, though, with the
usual perversity of authors, I think them slightly
superior. But to have been imitated (and, I doubt
not, surpassed) by at least one Bishop and two or three
Head Masters is quite enough to upset a modest
man's power of judgment.

I hope that I have succeeded in conveying the
impression that I was very happy at Shrewsbury, for
that was indeed the fact. My happiness was in-
creased by the birth, during my time there, of four
of my children: my elder son secured a whole holi-
day for the school, despite the protests of his mother,
an advanced feminist, at such unfair discrimination:
I forget whether the protests were renewed when his
brother secured, later on, a similar privilege for Eton.
I was not troubled by the thought that I had to
administer a large boarding house, containing some
forty when I went there and some eighty when I left.
I know the theoretical objections to such a practice
and admit their strength: I will only say that coming
as a stranger to a new school I found my position as
a house-master invaluable in helping me to know it
from the inside. Nor was I perturbed, as one of
finer nature would no doubt have been, by the
thought that I was making money out of feeding the
boys: this may perhaps be explained if I say that my